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A Nationwide Network of Doctors

Advocating for Young Children
Docs For Tots Long Island Pre-Kindergarten Advocacy Fact Sheet
There is a Pre-K Crisis on Long Island: There is real concern that our hard won pre-k dollars will go away if we do not speak up. We must rise above allowing bureaucracy to hinder the healthy development and success of our children and society as a whole.  

The prescription: full-day, high quality pre-kindergarten for our children.
This year, New York State embarked on the next phase of the expansion of a voluntary high- quality preschool program. The Governor has publicly committed to a continuing expansion over the next four years. Pre-K funding is available for the first time this year to all of the 680 school districts in the state.  This year $146 million in new funding was added to the state budget for Pre-K, both to launch new programs in districts that have never offered Pre-K and to expand existing programs. That additional funding brings the total to $446 million available statewide for Pre-K services.
The infusion of new Pre-K funding, coupled with funding becoming available for the first time to many school districts, is presenting substantial challenges to many Long Island school districts.  But full day, high quality programs which meet the community’s needs are not cheap.  There is not enough money and there are too many obstacles facing the school districts.  Without the right support systems in place, children are not able to take advantage of high quality Pre-K learning experiences.  

Districts across Long Island,  have left money untouched.   Now is our time to act, to make a commitment to young children’s learning and well-being.  It is time to realize Spitzer's promise of pre-kindergarten…

What you can do: checklist

___-Contact your elected officials today; let them know how important 
___Pre-K is for our children and our community.(see letter to official)
___-Plan a meeting with your elected official (to identify go to: or contact kbowes@docsfortots.org for assistance)

____-Submit a letter to the editor to your local paper (see letter to editor)

___-Discuss the merits of Pre-K with your patients and encourage them to advocate 

____-Contact kbowes@docsfortot.org if you are interested in playing a bigger role

YOUR VOICE IS POWERFUL!

