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Doctors Acknowledge Pre-K Efforts in New York and Call for Improved 

Access to High Quality Programs

The State of Preschool 2007 

If I could offer full day quality pre-k to my patients, 
I would be offering them a fair chance at a healthy future…
Melville, NY -- Quality pre-kindergarten is effective in ensuring healthy development, and dramatically enhancing a child’s chance to survive and thrive, Docs For Tots, a network of doctor advocates, explains after the release of The State of Preschool 2007 report which acknowledges that Florida has made commitments to serve all children but has fallen short in its commitment to quality standards and teacher qualifications.  

The report released March 19th by the National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER), an organization supporting early childhood education initiatives by providing objective, nonpartisan information based on research, explains that while enrollment and funding have increased, most three and four year olds across the country are still denied access to high quality public preschool programs.  New York is ranked 9th in the nation in the percent of four-year olds served by its state pre-k program (access ranking).  However, in the resources rankings, New York is ranked 20th .    

“Indeed, quality preschool is like a vaccine that protects and boosts children and society.  One that offers dramatic improvements in health and development, school and life success”, said Dr. Dina Lieser, Executive Director of Docs For Tots.

New York meets 8 of the 10 quality benchmarks set forth by NIEER.  Even though New York has met most of the total benchmarks, quality matters and every effort should be made to continue to reach for these benchmarks.  One important strategy is to support school districts in using their allocated funds to offer full day programs and transportation services.  Currently, state pre-k funds only fund 2.5 hours per day and cannot be used for another critical program supports.  This strategy would improve access to high quality pre-k programs for New York’s children.

“Early childhood is a time of unprecedented potential and opportunity.  Brian development and growth are occurring at staggering rates.  High quality pre-k full day programs ensure that the great opportunities of early childhood are realized”, said Lieser.

Docs For Tots recognizes high quality pre-k programs’ public health benefits as well.  Early education provides the opportunity to address the roots and earliest influences on health behaviors with the potential to generate direct, immediate, and lasting benefits.  To realize the incredible promise of pre-k, the quality and access must be a priority.  Docs For Tots, in partnership with Winning Beginning NY., is working to put the right support systems in place so that children are able to take advantage of the incredible pre-k learning experience

Docs For Tots serves as a nonpartisan, advocacy organization formed to encourage 
more doctors to fulfill their important role as active advocates for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers on the national, state and local level. Established in 2003, Docs For Tots provides resources and advocacy opportunities to make it as simple as possible for doctors to become involved in advocacy or to increase their advocacy activity.
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